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U To the REvEREND 
: Dr. Edward Tonjſon, 


CONCERNING 


5 Some . made from his. Grace 

the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury's Pre- 
1 bs courſe e to the  Apoſtolical c 

Fathers, St 


In a Paper lacly publiſhed, intituled, 


| 4 La to the Reverend the "OE . 
locutor: Being an Anſ wer to a Pa „ 
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1 Fi the Reve REND | 2 
Dr. Edward Tenifon, Ne. 3 


Dear 58 I R, 5 "Cambridge, June 7h, mb 


Am obliged to you, for ſending 
me the Copy of a Letter to you, 
al complaining of Unfairneſs in my 
55s Citations from the Arch-Biſhop's 
— Preface to the Apoſtolical Fathers 9 
8 Your Correſpondent thinks me Criminal, in | 
| © miſ-repreſenting his Grace's Words, at leaſt | 
4 © os they ſtand in his Reviſion of them in the 
Second Edition of that Book in 17 10. This 


he terms (in the Words uſed by me to en- 
* preſs 


. 


meer „ mu » ET 


ment of the 3 of 25 * 4 1225 ot 
king... Treatment of his Grace, a treat- 
ing him in the moſt U ncbriftian and Ungentle- 


75 * 25 2 * 


5 us. 


1 Was Complaint ſo edt” Whit EY 
> have [ done to deſerve it? [ have taken no- 
tice, in the tendereſt manner I poſlibly could, 
of what J thought a Miſtake of no ſmall Con- 
ſequence, - publiſhed by a Perſon ſince advanced 
to the higheſt Dignity of the Church ; __ 
which I feared might be of the more dan- 


gerous Conſequence, the higher the Station, 


and the greater the Authority was of its De- Y 


fender. 


——— —— — — — T — 


nan: lite manner The Place he is in, (thus 
© he goes on) a Chriſtian Biſhop, a Primate 
* of the Engliſh Church, ſurely adds to our 
Duty to treat him with Candor and Reſpect. 
So much his Grace may claim as a private 
* Chriſtian of every profeſſed Chriſtian. But 
God knows where the Spirit of Bitterneſs 
and ungoverned Zeal will ſtop. 1 wiſh we 
may not at laſt weary the patience and Long- 
* ſuffering of God, in thus turning our Holy 
-* -Religion into a Firebrand of Hell for Con- 
© tention, and provoke Him to give us up to 
the Superſtittom Cruelty of thoſe that hate 


450 


fender. 1 hope there is nothing in this but 1 


what a Chriſtian and a Gentleman may do. 


*Tis our Duty to treat a Chriſtian Biſhop with 
Candor and Reſpect; but not to ſacrifice an 
A 
Dieference is due to the Primate of the Exliſo 

Church ; but Amicus Ariſtoteles, magis Amica 
veritas ʒ 'A greater Deference muſt be paid to 

TxuTH, than to the greateſt Man alive. EIS 


Inportant Truth to a Point of Ceremony. 


our Correſpondent. may learn from the 
_ Report of the Committee againſt the Biſhop 
of Bangor, that tis to be apprehended the 
Eminence of a Biſhop's Station and Chara- 

er, will help to ſpread the ill Influence of 


—— Falſe Doctrine farther than it would other- |} 


woiſe go; and that therefore ſuch a Doctrine 
is not to be the leſs, but the more heartily 

oppoſed, the more pernicious it may be upon 

Account of the * of an e De- = 


N fender. 


To take notice therefore of an Opinion 0 
E which i is conceived to be of no leſs ill Conſe- 


quence than the adding, without any ſufficient | 


Warrant, to the Canon of Scripture as received 
by Proteſtants, and ſo making a new Rule of 
Faith, 1s far x from Geſerving the Name of Un- 


governed 


(8) 


Teal to be alarmed at an Apprehenſion of the 


Rule of Faith being altered. And defending 
it as received in all Proteſtant Churches, if 
it be done without Bitterneſs or Abuſe, with 
Candor and Reſpect, is neither Unchriſtian or 


Ungentleman- like. Chriſtianity does not for- 


bid us to endeavour to confute an Error, nor 


Good manners require that we ſhould prefer 
| Authority. to Truth. 5 


5 "Had I told his Wise on this ede that 4 
u% for fear of the Engines of this World, 
would have given him all the odious Names 
that a Spirit of Bitterneſs and ungoverned 
Zeal could inſpire: : That © 1 muſt. act with 
regard to my own Safety, and not preſume 


© the Secular Arm would not be called upon, 


© ſhould 1 happen to break into thoſe Privi- 
© leges and Immunities within which he is. "= 
© conveniently intrenched, or let fall any ſuch 
eee and obnoxious. Appellations as 
Inward Convidion and Private Belief 
” « might ſuggeſt *: 1 might then have been 
* with e his ee in a . ion? m 


* Ste Dr. She's fit barer to the bind br Ban 205 1 p. 15 


Mee! 7 


— — 


governed 2 cal. Tis a juſt and Cochmenächle 


('s) 


ſhocking mamer, neither Chriſtian nor Gentleman 
lite. But Lam not conſcious to my ſelf at pre- 
ſent of having done any thing that can juſtif) 
ſuch a Charge upon me. My Private Belief 
does not ſuggeſt to me any odious Appella- 
lations of his Grace; or if it did, 1 wou Wa ne- 
ver inſinuate that Far only kept me from 
venting them. It was my Opinjon that his 
Grace had advanced an Error, not with any TY 
ill Deſien or unjuſtiffable Intent, but being 
led into it by Miſtake and inconc luſi ye Arguings 
which is what no Writer is ſafe from, „5 
what is excuſed by the iniverfal 06 of 
c Human Underſtanding. | 


Your Correſp ondent has' aided" me, nit : 
in a Second Blition of his Book, his Grace 
has correctel this Error: And yet, tho he 

cuns he had Reaſon to ſu ppoſe I made uſe of 

the Firft Edition, he Hits it Criminal in me 
that 1 repreſented the Arch- Bifhop's Words as 

I found them in that'Editibn, and not as they 

ſtand Reviſed in the Second Edition. e 

| © not be ignorant, he ſays, that a Second Edi. : 
tion of that Book was publiſned in 1710. 

1 own, I was not ignorant that there was a 

Second Edition: But I was ignorant that his 


Grace had 1 in that Edition corrected his Error. 


3 _— never 


(de) 


I never ſaw more of that Edition than the Ti- 
th Page, till l ſaw your Correſpondent's Let- 
I muſt own, I did not ſo far agree with 
: bs Grace, concerning the Inſpiration and Va- 
lue of the Writers he has tranſlated, as to 
think it neceſſar / to haye two Editions of his 
Book. His Grace's having corrected his Er- 
ror, is ſo, far from making my Behaviour, in 
oppoling chat Error, which 1 did not know he 
had corrected, Criminal, that 1 take i it to be a 
| great Juſtification « of what. have done. I am 
glad. for the Honour of; his Grace „that he has 
e it; and I am glad of this Opportu- _ 
nity to let the World know, chat his. Grace 
is not aſhamed of, nor above retracting an7 
Erroneous Opinion, upon better Information. 
I cannot but congratulate my ſelf, upon having : 
noted thoſe very Paſſages in his Orace's Wri- 
tings as Erroneous, which 1 find his Grace, 


after Seventeen Years Conſideration, has 


thought fit to correct, as not being defenſible 3 
which I declare I was entirely ignorant of at 
the time of my obſerving thoſe Errors. I wiſh 
his Grace had thought fit to male more Alte- 5 
rations in that Chapter. SD 10 


le 


r a die: Is 


( 11 _ 


One Obſervation. occurs to me upon this 
Occaſion, which 18, That it is as well a 
more jult, as a more honourable Way of deal 
ing th the World, for any Perſon, -let him 
be ever ſo Great, Who has propagated an Error 
in it by his Writings, to make a Publick De- 
claration of his Retracting his Error, upon In- 

formation; than for him to content himſelf 
with omitting or correcting it in another Edi- 
tion. A Publick Declaration, at once reverſes 
all the Influence his Error may have had: But 
| making Emendations in another Edition, is 

not making ſufficient Satisfaction to the World, 
but only to ſome few Perſons. Thoſe who 

have the Firſt Edition will hardly be at the 
Expence of a Second: And 1 make no doubt 

but Moultitudes of others are ſtill i ignorant (as 
I was) that his Grace had corrected theſe 
Errors in his Second Edition. Juſtice there- 


fore ſeems to require a more edler. etracta. 
tion than this, n 


1 mall, in my own Deſenck, fer before you 


the Paſſages F ned, as s they ſtand in each 5 
Edition, | | 


( 12 ; ) 


The firſt, p. 23 of my Paper, was from 
5. 158 of the Tel Edition. The whole Sen- 


tence is as follows, and is not altored. a in an 
al Kalte. 5 105 5 


Ly, 90 chat here t] the hen, we - may wad. ry 3 

| © rity, and, let me add, with Reſpe& too; 
and not doubt but what theſe Holy Men 

deliver to us, is as certainly the true Doctrine 
C of Chriſt, as if we Had receiv dit, like them, 
a Hoe our Senibur and His Apoſtles, ' Hint tt 


The . nant was 1 >. 1601 hich 0 


7 too. unaltered in e Second, Edition; +0 ; 


pO whale Sentence is, 7 Gi 


lt is plain, that we. cannot : with any Rear 
* ſan doubt of what they [the Apoſtolical Fa- 
© thers] deliver to us as the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
- but ; ought to receive it, if not with equal Ve. 
* neration, yet but with a little leſs. Reſpect than 
3 0 we do the Sacred Writings of thoſe who 


« erf their Masters and alleuings, 11 


Thus far then there was no Mikrepree 5 
tation. = 


The 


( E ) 


The next was from p. 164. The Sentence 


is thus, unalter'd in the Second Edition too, 
us far as I cited it. What they teach us, is 


© not to be looked upon as a mere Traditionary 


© Relation of what had been delivered to them, 
© but rather as an Authoritative Declaration 4 . 
© the Goſpel of Chrift to us Thus far 1 | 
ted. Your Correſpondent complains, that 1 1 
did not add what follows; tho indeed as 
much inferiour to that of the Apoſtles and |! 
- 2 Evangeliſts, as both their Gifts and Co- 


miſſion were inferiour to theirs. Second Edi- 


tion, p. 115. In the Firſt Edition it was, 
© their Gifts and Aſſiſtances were leſs than — 
1 theirs. . 5 


* was not at all neceſſary for me to add 


1 : Tho indeed, in the View in which I was 


conſidering thoſe Paſſages, it might have been 


to my Purpoſe to have ſhewn here too, that 


his Grace contradicted himſelf in the ſelf-fame 


_ Paſſage, by affirming the Writings of the Apo- | 


ſtolical Fathers to be an Authoritative Decla- 
ration, and yet not to be an Authoritative De- 


claration. For if it is inferior to that of the = 


Apoſtles, tis not Authoritative: If it be Au- 
 thoritative, tis not inferior to theirs. There 


(14) 


is no Medium. But I did not then think 
my ſelf obliged, any more than Ido now, to 
take notice of all the Contraditions | faw in 
that 9 101 511 


The two next References to 1 171, 172» 


and to p. 175, are not Quotations (as your 


Correſpondent miſtakes them to be 3) they are 


not marked as ſuch with ©: But they are 


what I take to be, in ſhort, the Senſe of 


the two next Quotations in my Pages 2 Sand 


25. The firſt, for which 1 refer to p. 171, 
292 of the Arch-Biſhop, take to be the Senſe b 


Þ of the Paſſage cited from thoſe; Pages in ; 


my 24th Page. The ſecond, for which 1 


refer to p. 175, 1 take to be the Senſe of 


the Paſſage cited from that Page in my 


asth Page. I had in my Manuſcript 


made References to expreſs this more plain 
ly, which not being underſtood by the 


Printer, were omitted, as was, upon the 


fame Account, the Reference to Pages 171, 
172. from which the Quotation in my 24th 


Page is made, This was corrected in the 


. Errata : But the Correttor ng inſert- 


> The 


„ 


The frſt of choſe Projatitibns is, Thar the : 


Writings of the Apoſtolical Fathers are In- 
« ſpired, tho not of equal Authority with the 


« Sertptures. This is the Senſe of what * 
cited P. 24. 1 ſhall Inſert the Sentence as 
& is in the Firſt Edition, whence I cited 
it, and as it is now altered in the Second 


: lion. 
«} Ir 1 remains 1 uh TE remains i 


(e 


e whoſe Writings are © whoſe Writings are 


CC. 


e Inſpired, but rere 
1 themſelves Inſpired © 
© too, And therefore 


8 


: A 


3 


— , P . 
—  eaarta . 


_— that the Holy Men, « that the Holy Men, 


here ſubjoined, were « « hereſubjoined, were 
„ not only inſtructed ** not only inſtructed 
aby ſuch as were by ſuch as were 
Inſpired, but were 
themſelves, in ſone 
meaſure, Inſpired too, 
mint muſt conclude, And therefore we 
A they have not only © muſt conclude, that 
© not miſtaken the © they were not only 
Mind of the Apo- © not miſtaken in what 
«, ſtles in what they *© they deliver tous as 
io * deliver „„ DI 


(16) 


6 Aver to us as the 


« Goſpel of Chriſt, 5 
but were not capable 


the Goſpel of Chrift, 


&« but in all the neceſ- 


ſary Parts of it were 


40 of doing i it. By Con- ſo aſſiſted by the Ho- 


cc 


ſequence, that we y Ghoſt, as to be 
ought to. look upon * ſcarcely capable of 
their Writings, 2h being much, if at all, 


. 


= 


da. 08 


„ rity with thoſe, © Conſequence, ec. 
which we call in 4 e 

* fingular manner, 

* Holy Seriptures, bk 


+. 


3 Kc. = 


. Comploctdent fays, c Het conceives, Fo 


* meaſure Inſpired, is different from 18 | 
© {pired. I conceive, that he who is in ſome 


meaſure Inſpired, muſt be Inſpired. The = 
Words in ome meaſure, are ſoftning Words; 
but they. are, you ſee, added in an Edition 
in which I did not know any noch Corrections 
were made. K ſays he, were not capa- 
are Words very different 
«© in | all the neceſſary Parts of it 
© the Goſpel] were ſo aſſiſted by the Holy 
* Ghoſt, as to be ſearcely capable of being much, 
Very different 
Words 


© ble of doing it 
from theſe, 


7 at all,  miſfaken in ts 


— — —ädꝛͥ2 cc — — — — 


not of equal Aut ho- mftaken in it. By 


SD 
Words, I own ; they are * Words, which 
I knew W of. 


The next Pepe is, „ That their r Wri- 
tings © have a more than Human, tho a leſs 
© than Divine Authority: For which I refer 
to what is cited from p. 175 in my 25th 
Page. The Variations of the two Editions 
follow. = 


-.B ft 1 ; Second Edition, 
WD es * "ory 123. 


— have received 


4 nore than Hu- * man Approbation ; 


„ „an Approbation; * and ought to ho | 
„and ought to be 


A 


ay 


looked upon by us, 


5 pure GE. | pure 


* 


Xe 


—— Shar wt ˙—— WEE 5 


„Cd Wing) — * Han: recei- 
ved the higheſt Hu- 


looked upon by us, 
a tho' not of equal 
tho not of equal Au- © Authority with thoſe 


« thority with thoſe © Books which the 
_ © Books which they “ fame Church has 


have delivered to us „ delivered to us as 

as ſtriftly Canonical, ri Canonical, E- 

yet as — contain- yet as — contain- 
ing the true and « ing the true and 


i 
A * e A ar . 3 
— r a 


( 18 ) 
* pure Faith of Chriſt, * pure Doctrine of 
wit hout the leaſt Er- Chriſt, without the 
* ror intermix'd with Mixture of any of 
4 it. N « thoſe Errors, which 
. « have ſince Fern ſo 
_ unhappily broug bt in- 
rl the Church. 


The Senſe of this Paſſage, as cited by me 
Hou the Firſt Edition, I ſuppoſed to "in that 
theſe Writings had a more than Human, tho a 
leſs than Divine Authority, For what elſe is 
it to have received a more than Human Appro- 


bation, and yet not be of equal Authority with 


the Canonical Scriptures > His Grace, I ſup- 
poſe, was ſenſible of this, when he changed the 

Words, 2 more than Human Approbation, into 
the higheſt Human Approbation; which is en- 


tirely altering the Senſe of the whole Sentence. 


If I had deer this Second Edition, I confeſs 


. Repreſentation of the Sentence would 
have been Criminal. 


| There is nothing more in your Correſpon- - 
dent's Letter unobſerved, but what follows: | 
9 For all what this Writer urges, there may 


cc be 


—_— 4 


(19) 


l ditkerent Degrees of Inſpiration and Au- 


© thority, This ſeems -y me to be plainly 
** intimated, Rom. xii. 6. n and 1 Or Xii. 


> "iy . 


1 * P'S Jer armed, RY he can- 


not be different Degrees of Inſpiration and 
Authority. : | have affirmed that one Inſpi- 


red Writing cannot be of greater or leſs 


Authority than another.“ And I have gi- 
ven my Reaſons, which, when they are an- 
ſwered, TH — with my Ailertion. 


Mae appears tim Rom. xii. 6. or 1 Orr. 5 


ii. 4, 11. but that there were extraordinary 
Gifts and Endowments of different Kinds; 
and that tho' ſome of theſe Endowments were 
greater than others, yet they were all equally 
derived from the Holy Ghoſt, He would 
de a bad Logician who ſhould argue thus; 
Ihe extraordinary Gifts and Endowments 
© of the Holy Ghoſt were of different 
© Kinds, ſome greater than others: Therefore 2 


* one Inſpired Writing may be of ener Au- 


1 * thority than another. 


— i 3 


(20). 


Jo entitle any Writing to the Character 
of; Inſpired, it is neceſſary that the Author 
| ſhould have been endowed with an Infallible 
| Knowledge of the Will of God in the Things 
concerning which he writes. Let his other 
extraordinary Gifts be what they will, they 
make no Difference. If he be Iofallibls, then 
have his Writings a Divine Authority, tho 
he have no other extraordinary Gifts, tho 
he have neither the Gift of Tongues, or 
of Healing, or any other, If he has all theſe 


other Gifts, yet if he has not an Infallible 


| Knowledge of the Will of God, his Wri- 
tings can have no Divine Authority, nor, 
properly ſpeaking, be called Inſpired. te - 
may, in ſome Senſe, be called Inſpired, from 
the Gifts of the Spirit, with which he is 
endued; but he cannot be called an In- 
-ſpired Writer. This is the Requiſite to im- 
print a Divine Character on Writings, the 
Infallibility of the Writer. One Man can- 
not be more Infallible than another in the 
Things in which he is Infallible, - There- 


fore, one Writing cannot be Inſpired in 


leſs or greater meaſure than another; nor 
one Inſpired Writing have leſs or more 


Authority than another. 


* 0 


11 1 am in an e, 1 will atk: \ your 


Correſpondent for ſhewing me it, If 1 find 
Errors in other People's Writings, 1 ſhall 
make no Scruple of ſhewing them. 1 found 
24 Miſtake in the Arch-Biſhop's ' Writings, 
and I ſhewed it. That it was a Miſtake, 
his Grace had, unknown to me, confeſs 
ſed, and, in ſome meaſure, corre&ted it. 
ſome meaſure, 1 fay: For we are till told, 
The Apoſtolical Fathers were Inſpired, and bo 
© that their Writings are an Authoritative 
. Declaration of the Goſpel | to us. 


When 1 *** the Arch-Biſhop a 28 in an | 
. Error, 1 pay no Deference to his Station, I 
hope 1 ſhall always prefer Truth to Autho- 2 
rity. I always obſerve Errors, without any 
EKReſpect of Perſons. I will take notice of them . 
in All Perſons. I will uſe 10 Perſon in fer 
them. I would no more treat an Inſerior 
ill, for being in an Error, than I would the 
2 Arch-Biſhop. 1 will always, to the beſt of 
my skill, avoid treating Arch-Biſhops, or 
the meaneſt Writers, in a rude and 
manner. I make it my Endeavour to be free 
from Paſſiog and Prejudice, and from the 


ſhocking | 


leaſt : 


(22). 


leaſt Approach. to Bitterneſs or Ungoverned 5 
Seal. I am not at all conſcious of having 
wrote any thing in my Paper to the Prolos 
cutor unbecoming either 'a Chriſtian or a 
Gentleman ; two Characters, which, together 
with that of Engliſhman, are, and I hope 
een be, Dear to * r IeY 5 


Deer 8 I R, 
our 101 _ ncere Friend, 


f 1 * To . any farther Miſtakes 0 or 
: Miſunderſtandiog concerniug this Matter, fl 
deſire you would take Care this LETTER be | 
Printed as ee as n 2 


* 1 N 1 1 


8 


1 publiſned by His 


$00300$65500060H6S6686068 


; Lately Publiſhed, e 


Proteſtation made on the 14th Day of Febru- 
A ary, 174, in Behalf of the King's Supremacy 
and the Proteſtant Doctrines Aſſerted and Maintain'd 
in the Lord Biſhop of Bangor's Sermon, preach'd 
before His Majeſty, on Mereb the 31ſt, 1717, and 


Convocation, with relation to che faid Proteſtation, 
ad other Matters that are fit to be conſider d; and 
what would have been further ſaid, had not the Pro- 


locutor interrupted Dr. Teniſon while he was ſpeak- 


#1 Majeſty? $ Special Command, To- 
a... gether with what was faid in the Lower Houſe of 


ing, by reading the Schedule of Protogation. he 


Second Edition. Sold by 7 19855 


e the Nene the Reben Being 


an Anſwer to a Paper, Advertiſed as Publiſhed in 


the 2 Boy of 4 1 th 3d, 1718. intituled, A Ler- 
ter from ibe Prolocutor, 8 the Reverend Dr. Ed- 


ward Teniſon Arch- Deacon of Carmarthen. By a 


| Gentleman of Cambr idge. Sold by * Robert * 


enges 
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